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PAY YOUR SHARE!

IT'S VOLUNTEERS VERSUS BUSY BEAVERS OUT ON THE TRAILS
BY LYLE BIRNIE, President

Every year the snowmobile clubs have to clear
the trails due to windblown trees, heavy wet
snow pulling down the willows and, of course,
the beaver. Our “busy beaver” just won’t give
up—he has to build a dam, cut
trees for the construction of
the dam and some for food.
For the most part, he just
makes a lot of mess. If we
could get into some of the
areas in the summer then we
could control the beaver
population and keep the
dams open. Whatever hap-
pens, Mister Beaver will
have the upper hand and
win the battle. I guess we
just carry on and keep
clearing the trails year after
year. It is the volunteers
that keep the clubs going
and when the trails are
cleared they can be proud of
their accomplishments.

I have talked to some of the
clubs and they are having the
same problems. The Westlock
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club has logged over 150 you think is out there at
hours with clearing and sig- night driving the groom-
nage repairs, etc. Most of the er? It is your local friends,
trails get damaged by the and when you don’t buy a
wheeled units through the trail pass you are making
summer months because their job even harder. Did
there are not many designat- you know that the clubs all
ed areas to ride. If there is must have insurance on the
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and make the trail decent.

We also find that there are many riders who re-
fuse to buy trail passes to help with the trail
maintenance. They claim that it is Crown land
and they have the right to ride wherever they
want. This is true, but if they would stop and re-
alize who is funding the trail system then com-
mon sense should prevail. Then there are the
special supporters that buy passes and don’t even

Warm-y i
P shelter built by the Pembhina Drifthusters

f the many trails maintai

support the local clubs.

This time of year the
snowmobile rallies start up
and it looks like Mother
Nature has done her part
with lots of snow in all the
areas. Support your local

club rallies as this is a good

fundraiser for them.

ned hy volunteers

money and effort. Shame on you.

choose to ride our trails.

ride. Trail riding is a privilege, not a right. The
volunteers from all the clubs donate a lot of hours
keeping the trails in a safe condition but it still
costs a lot of money for fuel, equipment depreci-
ation and signage. The new year has arrived and
may 2013 see some changes in

the way the trail riders

Not buying a trail pass is
like saying you don’t care
about the volunteer time
your friends and neighbours
have put in to make that
trail so nice for you to ride.
Who do you think clears
the fallen trees, cuts the
brush back, builds the
cabins and stocks them
with firewood? Who do

pass helps to pay for the trail
insurance. If you are not
going to buy a trail pass, you are costing us time,

The ASA trail pass is just about the cheapest in
Canada. At $60 (compared to Ontario at $280)
you get access to over 5,500 kilometres of trails
in Alberta. Be fair and pay your share if you

>> EVENTS

Hosting an event or ride? Don't
forget to post it on the ASA
website calendar for all to see!

Snowmobile

Sneak Peak

April 9,2013

Produced by the ASA, come see
the 2014 sleds before anyone
else! In Edmonton at the Hangar
on Kingsway (Alberta Aviation
Museum, located at 11410
Kingsway Avenue)

ASA Annual
General Meeting
Edmonton « April 27, 2013

International
Snowmobile Congress
June5-8,2013

Green Bay, Wisconsin
www.isc2013.org

Alberta Snowmobile

& Powersports Show
October 18- 20,2013
Edmonton Northlands
Expo Centre
www.albertasnowmobileshow.com

>> NEWS

2013 Go Snowmobiling
Take a Friend Snow-
mobiling Campaign

Want to earn $5,000 for your
club? ISMA (www.snow
mobile.org) has sponsored a
contest to get your friends out
on the trails with you. Check
details at the ASA website.

SledNSnap.com launched!
The ASA,
along with
Flaman Trail-
ers and the as-
sociations in Saskatchewan
and Manitoba, have again
launched this online photo
contest. Enter to win at
www.slednsnap.com.
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A good running start

SAFE RIDERS PROGRAM SEES RECORD-BREAKING NUMBERS
BY CHRIS BROOKES, Executive Director

Well, 2013 is off to a better start than 2012 was.
We have snow! I remember writing for this issue
last year and most of the snow had melted. We
were cancelling rides and were worried about
rides in February being cancelled as well. The
snow dance worked this year for sure and, as a
result, membership sales are steeply on the rise.
What a great problem to have to start the new
year. At the end of last season we had many un-
sold passes still in the office. This year they were
all distributed before December was out. Nice!

With lots of good snow I have one less thing on
my plate to deal with, but a new opportunity has
come our way to take its place. For many years,
our four manufacturing partners (BRP/Ski-Doo,
Arctic Cat, Polaris and Yamaha) have held a
spring Sneak Peek Tour of the coming year’s
models. Run by the manufacturers, the tour was
held for the last few years at the Mayfield Inn &
Suites conference centre in Edmonton and fea-
tured all the latest models of sleds (and some
summer machines). It was a quick one-day event,
advertised through the dealerships and some lim-
ited media locally. The ASA was always invited
to participate as the provincial snowmobiling
body in the area.

This year the manufacturers offered the entire
national tour to the Canadian Council of Snow-
mobile Organizations (CCSO), of which we are a
member. As the producer of snowmobile shows
in Alberta for over 25 years, we at the ASA im-
mediately recognized the value of this opportuni-
ty and jumped at it. There will be shows in
Edmonton, Saskatoon and Winnipeg, as well as
two in Ontario and two in Quebec. We, of
course, will produce the Edmonton show and
plans are already finalized. Tuesday, April 9, at
the Edmonton Aviation Museum (the Hangar on
Kingsway to locals), the ASA will be pleased to
present the 2014 Snowmobile Sneak Peek Tour
(www.snowsneakpeek.com).

Having another snowmobile show to quickly
put together gave us a good running start to get
working on the 2013 Alberta snowmobile show,
as we had to book the halls already and are start-
ing to contact exhibitors for October. It’s amaz-
ing how quickly the year goes by when you are
constantly planning six to eight months ahead of
time. We had to order more ASA trail passes to
be printed in early January for this season and we
are now looking at printing next year’s trail pass-
es even earlier, to have them available at the
Sneak Peek show. How many to print for next
year? Good question!

On the provincial front, the proposed trail legis-
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lation that was supposed to be introduced in the
Legislature in the fall was removed and may not
be back until next fall. I have mixed feelings
about this proposed provincial trail authority,
only because of the proposed funding mecha-
nism, which taxes motorized trail users for the
benefit of all. There needs to be an equitable
funding mechanism brought in to make it fair.
The flip side of the proposal is that we may final-
ly get formal recognition of our trails and the
ability to legally protect the hard work and count-
less hours that our volunteers put in. Currently
our trails enjoy little to no protection on Crown
land. More times than I can count have I heard
and witnessed the trails being damaged and de-
stroyed, whether purposely or not. Survey crews,
logging, pipelines—all seem to enjoy free rein
over our trails. In the winter as well, we are not
able to keep other motorized users from our
groomed trails, where their damage quickly de-
stroys the hard work and long hours put in by our
grooming crews. Under the proposed legislation,
our trails may finally enjoy some legal status and
give us the ability to say, “This is our trail—use
it respectfully or go elsewhere.”

Our work with the Canadian Avalanche Centre
(www.avalanche.ca/cac) continues as we strive
to get the message of avalanche safety out to as
many sledders as possible. This season sledders
on their way to the mountains of B.C. will see
large billboards with the message of avalanche
safety on the highways into Crowsnest Pass,
Golden and the Yellowhead. Sponsored by the
ASA, the avalanche centre and Sandman Hotels,
the three organizations put our heads together
and came up with a way to reach more sledders
than just those who belong to an organized
group. Safety is the goal, whether you belong to
the ASA or not (though we would prefer that you
did!).

The ASA Safe Riders program is also all
around the province and we again are on course
for a record-breaking year for numbers. Last year
our instructors presented our free program to al-
most 14,000 Alberta students, who would not
normally get instruction in safe and responsible
off-road riding. Our free-to-schools program
presents to students the basic fundamentals of
riding with respect—respect for yourself, respect
for the machine, respect for others and respect
for the environment. Using the Ride with Re-
spect curriculum that the ASA developed with
the province, our instructors bring this program
into schools as it is not covered anywhere in the

Continued on page 27 »
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Safety message:
beware of fences
—by Scott Kruk,
Central Region Director

Well everyone, our collec-
tive snow dances have paid off
and there is some good riding
to be had. If you’re like every
other sledder, you can’t wait
to get out there and make
some tracks. Riding is our pas-
sion and what we all live for,
whether it’s heading down
your favourite groomed trail
or across that untouched open
meadow. But let’s not lose our
heads with this “get out and go
now” crazy urge. Keep in
mind that cattle pasture loca-
tions may have changed, and
cattle mean fences.

Every year we hear about
some unfortunate soul tan-
gling with a fence. Most are
lucky to only get some
scratches, a torn snowmobile
suit or maybe lose a wind-
shield, but a few aren’t so for-
tunate. Please everyone, ride
safely and be on the lookout
for the fences because a fence
can change an awesome ride
into a horrible nightmare in
the blink of an eye.

Something we should all be
carrying when we ride is a roll
of high-visibility reflective
tape. Then, if you come across
a fence or hazard, whether you
are breaking trail or following
someone else’s, mark it—it
could save someone’s life.

That’s my public safety an-
nouncement for everyone.
Now go out and have a blast
and remember to take a friend
along because snowmobiling
is the best part of winter.

~
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s
Remember...
Don’t Drink
and Ride!




» CHRIS BROOKES

Continued from page 26
current Alberta school curriculum. If your school
hasn’t had a presentation yet this year, it might
not be too late. Get in touch with the ASA office

and we will check schedules for your group. Re-~ |

member—it’s free! There’s no reason why your

local school shouldn’t book a presentation. It is

available for Grades K-3, 4-9 or 10-12.
Remember, ride safe and ride sober.

Another successful jamboree

BY ADDAM SARUK, Northeast Regional Director

This year the Myrnam River Ridge Riders took
on the task of putting on the jamboree on Febru-
ary 16 and 17, the Family Day long weekend.
This club has run a rally on this weekend for over
25 years. People come from all over the province
to take in this event.

This time the club did a pre-registration online,
which helped with lineups on Saturday morning.
Pre-registration was also available on Friday
night from 7 to 11 p.m. and registration was still
available Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon.

The ride took us through the area’s rural land-
scape as well as the North Saskatchewan River
Valley and north to Derwent and back again. A
midway lunch was provided to participants; it

was donated by local businesses and run by the
Myrnam Elks. Supper was held at the Myrnam
Elks Hall at 6 p.m., followed by the prize presen-
tations, dance and beer fest. The cost of the rally
was $20 per driver and $20 for supper.

The following day the club hosted an antique
snowmobile Show & Shine, along with a ride.
This event is one of the largest antique snowmo-
bile shows in the province. It ran from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. and the $10 cost included dinner and
prizes. The prize presentations started at 2 p.m.,
followed by the ride to one of the local cabins
along the groomed trails.

It turned out to be a successful weekend and a
great time was had by all!

Sticking together nationally

BY VINCENT KIRKHAM, Mighty Peace Regional Director

With governments giving low priority to small
organizations, it is time for the local clubs across
Canada to stand behind their provincial organiza-
tions. As individual groups we don’t have a
chance to save sledding areas across the country.
As a whole, however, the sledding communities,
both provincially and nationally, will have a
strong voice within the government. As of 2006
there have been over 700,000 snowmobiles reg-
istered in Canada. The economic impact of sled-
ding on local communities is huge, but I am not
sure that all the local governments know just how
large this number is.

Based on estimates, I figure that in one day I
spend $60 for sled fuel, $80 for truck fuel, $60
for meals, $20 on two-stroke oil and, say, $20 for
miscellaneous items for a total of $240 per day.
In an average winter, if I go out 12 weekends, the
total spent in my local community is $5,760. If
the 550 members of the Swan City Snowmobile
Club, of which I am a member, each average the
same, the total dollars being spent in our commu-
nity would be $3,168,000. This figure does not
include large-ticket items such as groomers,
groomer fuel, sled trailers, trucks, hotel rooms, or
truck, sled and trailer maintenance. In addition,
what about the accessories like beacons, ava-
lanche gear, jackets, boots, or the most important
item—the sled. Where does it stop?

The government is on a campaign for healthier

Canadians and spending large amounts of money
on advertising to that end.

I would estimate there are more than 1 million
snowmobilers in Canada and as a group we
would have a voice with our local and national
governments in promoting our sport as a healthy
lifestyle.

We, the sledding communities, need to promote
responsible no-trace snowmobiling—this in-
cludes staying within open sled areas. And
maybe with some letter writing by our snowmo-
bile communities to our local politicians, we can
get provincial and federal governments to realize
that we are an important part of the healthy eco-
nomic growth across Canada. The government
also needs to be made aware that sled clubs also
have an interest in forestry, parks and wildlife
habitats and we, as a community, understand that
there needs to be a balance within these areas. So
some areas may need to close, and as responsible
snowmobilers we understand that. We also know
the importance of keeping these areas here for
the next generation of up and coming snowmo-
bilers.

As Canadians we have the most majestic coun-
try anywhere, and as snowmobilers we get to see
parts of our country that most people will never
get to see. As a mountain snowmobiler, as I sit at
the top of the Canadian Rockies on a bright

Continued on page 28 sidebar »
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A happy compromise
—by George Deputat,
Secretary/Treasurer

Peter Kent, our federal envi-
ronment minister, announced
that they would not be allow-
ing drilling in the Suffield
Base.

One could say that this
would be an industrial calami-
ty, not a victory. We are con-
stantly being told that we must
do our part in preserving areas
for species at risk—the moun-
tain and plains caribou, the
grizzly bear, the burrowing
owl, and the list goes on.

The snowmobiler has been
closed out of many areas, but
oil has not because it produces
jobs that we cannot fill with
local people. So we import
people to work these areas
and, of course, more people,
more environmental damage.
Our politically correct will not
admit that the reason we have
more pollution is we have
more people, so we must set
aside areas with little or no de-
velopment, but we must also
keep in mind that if we shut
out access entirely we are
denying existing citizens the
right to Alberta’s nature.

Non-motorized trails are a
good idea for short, easy-
access areas but for large
expanses we need good, well-
maintained and policed motor-
ized trails or no one will use
them. In Alberta we have
again tabled the trail corridors
issue. I’'m not sure the way
this system was set up was the
right way to proceed but it was
a start.

Call your local MLA or
write the premier about get-
ting this initiative going again.

Until next time ride safe,
ride sober and get involved in
trail reform.

For Safety’s
Sake...

never ride alone!
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The perks of volunteering

ENLARGING YOUR CIRCLE OF FRIENDS IS A BIG BENEFIT
BY JANET RIOPEL, Northwest Regional Director

The other day I realized that, as ASA board
members, we are always asking you to volunteer
your time and energy for the sport of snowmobil-
ing. It doesn’t matter whether we ask as a club
member or a board member, but we are always
asking.

You know it is always for the good of snowmo-
biling; often it is for help with building or clear-
ing the trails, help with the fundraising or just to
do some of the paperwork—it all helps in the
end. But I wonder if you all know some of the
perks of volunteering for the snowmobile com-
munity. I call it community because it is more
than just your local club that benefits from your
volunteering hours; it is the whole community
and, in many cases, all of Alberta benefits from
your volunteering time and efforts. You may be
asking by now what benefits you get from donat-
ing your time to snowmobiling.

Well, let me tell you how it enhances your life.
Many people start off with just attending their
local club meeting. By attending the meeting you
can see what the club has planned for the upcom-
ing year and also what the long-term plans are.

THE

ARCTIC CAT
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SLEDS
ARE HERE

POLARIS

@ YAMAHA

Many of the clubs have three- to five-year plans,
and would much appreciate the help from more
volunteers. After you attend some meetings you
then know when the work committee plans on
working and what all has to be done to put on the
planned event—that is when you can really shine
by stepping up to the plate and volunteering
some of your time. And what is the perk to that?
Well, you have just met more snowmobilers
who, just like yourself, have a passion for snow-
mobiling and would like to see the club grow by
keeping the trails clear and building new trails.
So your circle of friends has grown, and you can
never have too many friends. And that, my
friends, is the best perk of all!

Let me tell you about a couple of experiences
that I have had. A few years ago my email and
Facebook page were hijacked, and all of my con-
tacts were sent an email saying that I had gone on
a trip and my passport purse with all my ID and
credit cards had been stolen, and could someone
please send me some money to get home. Well, I
had 12 snowmobile friends call my house and

Continued on page 29 »
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» STICKING TOGETHER

Continued from page 27
sunny day, looking around I
am in absolute awe of what we
have, and without national,
provincial and local clubs
fighting to keep these areas
open we will lose it all to bet-
ter organized interest groups
that will do what they think is
best.

Support your local clubs; tell
your fellow snowmobilers
who do not have memberships
to these clubs that we need
their support, which then also
supports provincial clubs.
Provincial clubs need to help
other provincial clubs and if
we all work together we will
have a strong voice of respon-
sible Canadians with a com-
mon interest. We all have a
love for this sport no matter
which province or territory we
live in. Governments work for

Cont'd. on pg. 29 sidebar »

SHOW YOUR BUDDIES THE TAIL LIGHT
THEY'LL BE CHASING — ONLY AT

THE 2014 SNEAK PEEK

Be the first to see the 2014 snowmobiles
from Arctic Cat, Polaris, Ski-Doo and Yamaha
at the 2014 Manufacturers’ Sneak Peek. Don’t miss it!

Admission is FREE

Tuesday, April 9, 2013 « 10 am - 7 pm

Edmonton Aviation Museum (the Hangar on Kingsway)
11410 Kingsway Avenue, Edmonton, AB

snowsneakpeek.com




» JANET RIOPEL Continued from page 28
cellphone asking how they could help. It made
me feel that I had some wonderful friends and |
know that if I ever do get into trouble some-
where, I have some awesome friends I can call
for help.

The other experience I want to tell you about is
how snowmobilers can make you feel special.
Every time we go to Fox Creek, we are wel-
comed with open arms by the club and the towns-
people. When we check into the Foxwood Inn &
Suites to meet up with Harold and Helen Bell-
wood and family, we re-
ceive hugs from every-
one, and who doesn’t like
hugs? 1 did tell you that
snowmobilers are huggers,
didn’t I?

This year when we went
to Alberta Beach to see how
they were doing at the open
house for Ecko Marine Ltd.,
we were met with open arms
by Sara Gilles, followed by
Tyler, Marlene, Marvin, Don
and Gerry Picard, who is a
rep for BRP in Alberta. The club was having a
great time cooking hotdogs for everyone who
came out to the open house and was making sure

that everyone who came into the shop was in-~ |

formed about all the activities that the club has
going on for this year. But the hugs were a great
perk to receive by just showing up to a club ac-
tivity. Not only did I receive some great hugs, but
Marlene introduced me to her son, Steven, who
now owns Ecko Marine, and before we left I was
the proud owner of a glorious sled at a fine price.
Gerry Picard, who has been after me to get a new
sled for the last couple of years, chipped in for a
new helmet. So that is another perk to volunteer-
ing—all the great deals you
get.

There is also the ASA
Excellence Awards, where
the clubs nominate other
club members and snow-
mobile-related people and

businesses each year and

it is a great honour to be
nominated for any one of
the awards.
So now that you know
about a few of the perks
of volunteering for your local snowmobile
club, please sign up and help shape Alberta’s
snowmobile trails. Until we meet, remember to
ride safe and ride sober. See you on the trails
with my new sled and helmet!

The annual sledder migration

SOUTHERN ALBERTA SNOW CONDITIONS ARE EXCELLENT
BY BOB JONES, Southern Regional Director

Well, another riding season is underway in
Southern Alberta and snow conditions are good
and improving each week. The early season
snow conditions in the mountains were better
then average this year, which resulted in a mass
migration of sledders to their favourite southern
mountain riding areas during the holiday season.
Between Christmas and New Year’s it seemed
that every third vehicle heading down Highway 3
toward the mountains was hauling sleds and the
staging areas on both sides of the divide were
very busy in spite of some cold temperatures in
late December.

On the Alberta side of the mountains, trail
grooming was started in early January both north
and south of Highway 3. The trails are all in good
condition, although some caution should be exer-
cised when riding in the old Lost Creek fire burn
area, as deadfall on the trails may be present after
a strong wind. Avalanche conditions in the area
have been low below the treeline and moderate
above the treeline so far this season, but be sure
to check conditions before heading to higher ele-
vations. The trails in the Cataract Creek snow-
mobiling area in Kananaskis Country, which

have traditionally been the home riding area of
the Calgary Snowmobile Club, are no longer
being groomed at this point in time.

I’ve been involved with the Crow Snow Riders
club in the Crowsnest Pass area of Southern Al-
berta for many years and have a lot of experience
with how many volunteer hours go into maintain-
ing the trails, shelters and staging areas, doing
fundraising, etc. This is true of all other snowmo-
bile clubs in Alberta and those in B.C. as well.
I’d like to say a special thank you to all those in-
dividuals who so selflessly donate their time and
expertise to making snowmobiling an enjoyable
experience for us all. The next time one of these
volunteers asks you for your trail pass or wants to
sell you a day pass, consider saying thank you for
the cleared staging area, the groomed and cleared
trails, the warm-up shelter with its stockpile of
cut wood, etc., rather than complaining about the
cost of the pass. All things considered, that trail
pass is one of the few financial bargains there is
in the sport of snowmobiling. Anyway, the sea-
son is off to a good start and hopefully (at the risk
of jinxing it) this is only the beginning to an awe-
some Snow season.

Alberta Snowmobile Association - www.altasnowmobile.ab.ca

CORPORATE

>> SPONSORS

Supporting Tracks
on the Snow

The ASA has many partners/
sponsors that support the over-
all goals and objectives of the
association and assist in deliv-
ering many of our important
programs and services. The
sponsorship program has been
developed to provide informa-
tion outlining the opportunities
for sponsors and partners to as-
sist us in our mission and duly
recognize the sponsors for their
efforts.

Sponsors 2012-2013

Platinum Sponsor
Alberta Sport, Recreation,
Parks & Wildlife Foundation

Gold Sponsor
Drayden Insurance Ltd.
Portage College

Power Merchants

Silver Sponsor
Capri Insurance
Glacier House Resort
SnoRiders magazine

Bronze Sponsor

American Income Life Insurance
Athabasca Outdoor Products
ATV World

Back Country Access
Cycleworks

Ecko Marine

Piasta Printing

Prinoth

SnowandMud.com

The Alberta Snowmobile

Association further thanks

our Safe Riders partners:

Alberta Transportation

Alberta Sport, Recreation, Parks
& Wildlife Foundation

International Snowmobile
Manufacturers Association

» STICKING TOGETHER
Cont’d. from pg. 28 sidebar

us, but only if we are able to
tell them as a unified group
what we want. As an avid
snowmobiler I believe we
need to come together and be
one voice nationally.

Snowmobilers Care
Abovt OW Environment

’!‘ y ke
’2

Canadian Council of Snowmobile Organizations
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contacts

ASA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President

Lyle Birnie « ljbirnie@telus.net
Past President

Darryl Copithorne

darryl@westech-auto.com
Vice-President

Denise England

plasticandpowder@hotmail.com
Secretary-Treasurer

George Deputat - deputat@telusplanet.net
Mighty Peace Regional Director

Vacant
Central Alberta Regional Director

Scott Kruk « sskruk@xplornet.com
Northwest Regional Director

Janet Riopel - mriopel@mcsnet.ca
Northeast Regional Director

Addam Saruk - asaruk@telus.net
Southern Alberta Regional Director

Bob Jones - bobbyjones1@me.com
Director at Large

Arnie Mostowich « logerliz@telusplanet.net
ASA Office:

Executive Director: Chris Brookes

chrisbrookes@altasnowmobile.ab.ca

Marketing & Program Director:

Christie Sugden « 780-427-2695

christie@altasnowmobile.ab.ca or

Information: info@altasnowmobile.ah.ca

ASA CLUB MEMBERS

Snowmobile clubs are an integral part of this popular
sport with activities including development of trail net-
works and staging areas, competitive events, trail rides,
picnic/bonfire rides, safety clinics, fundraising for chari-
ty, camping trips, search and rescue and maintenance
clinics. Club activities are often family oriented, so all
ages join in the fun and also the work to make the fun
possible. Check out the list of member clubs. Is your club
a member? The ASA can help you form a club if there
isn't one in your area. Call us at our office (780) 427-
2695 or visit www. altasnowmobile. ab.ca.

Alberta Beach Snowmobile Club

Marlene Eckert, Box 504, Onoway, AB TOE1V0

780-967-3091 - marlene2@xplornet.com
Athabasca River Runners

Dave & Jean Bilsky, Box 1162,

Athabasca, AB T9S 2A9 - 780-675-3229

bil3229@telus.net
Bassano Snowpunchers

Todd Schaffer, Box 148, Bassano, AB T0J 0B0

403-641-3799 « Fax 403-641-2682
Bonnyville Snowdusters

Glen Smith, Box 7675, Bonnyville, AB TON 2H9

(H) 780-826-7119 - (C) 780-204-7024

g51smith@telus.net
Brazeau Snowmobile Club

Lorne Standish « lorne@lornessmallengine.ca
Calgary Snowmobile Club

Randall Callan - randallbarbara@yahoo.ca
Caroline Snowmobile Club

James Brady, #1 Baywood Link,

Sylvan Lake, AB T4S 0A8

403-848-0706 - jdbrady@telusplanet.net
Cold Lake Snowmobile Club

Box 447, Cold Lake, AB TOM 1P1

deandube@worldpost.ca
Crow Snow Riders

Doug Cox, Box 732, Blairmore, AB TOK O3

403-563-0428
David Thompson SnowRiders

Lorraine & Roger Pillman

Box 772, Eckville, AB TOM 0X0

403-341-3524 « Inrpillman@live.ca
Edson Snow Seekers

Norm Giroux, Box 5155, Edson, AB T7E 1T4

780-723-5236 « ngiroux@talisman-energy.com

Elk Point Trail Riders
Rusty Berg, Box 675, Elk Point, AB TOA 1A0
780-724-3442 « rusherg@telus.net
Fort Saskatchewan Snow Angels
Brad Hooks, Box 37504,
101 Bremnar Dr., Unit 5, Sherwood Park, AB
T8H OM?7 - 780-445-9588 - bhooks@shaw.ca
Iron Horse Trail Grooming Foundation
Danny Smyl,
4410 - 45B Street, St. Paul, AB TOA 3A3
780-645-3607 - dsmyl@telusplanet.net
La Crete Polar Cats
Brent Holick
780-928-3088 - brent.holick@ufa.com
Lakeland Breakers Outdoor Society
Alan Zaparnuik, 5001 - 47 Ave.,
Two Hills, AB TOB 4KO0 - (H) 780-657-2485
(W) 780-657-2133 « (C) 780-603-0249
Lamont River Rats
Miles Melnyk, RR 1, Star, AB TOB 4E0
780-478-3597 « Fax 780-442-0864
miles.melnyk@edmonton.ca
McMurray Sno-Drifters
David Janes, Box 30217, 300 - 19 Riedel St.,
Fort McMurray, AB T9H 5P8 - 780-598-3160
memurray.snodrifters@hotmail.com
Northern Lights Snowmobile Club
Alan Breitkreitz, Box 4003,
Barrhead, ABT7N 1A1
780-674-7770 - Fax 780-674-9612
bhdelec@telusplanet.net
Northland Sno-Goers
Harold Bellwood, Box 332,
Fox Creek, AB TOH 1P0
780-622-3743 - Fax 780-622-3102
bare1@telusplanet.net
0lds Snowmobile Club
Lyle Statham, Box 17, Site 1, RR 4,
Olds, AB T4H 1T8 - 403-556-7297
Peace Valley Snow Riders
Tim Legace
8333-101 Ave., Peace River, ABT8S N3
780-624-5249 - zal1@telus.net
Pembina Driftbusters
Cliff Bromberger, Box 5861,
Westlock, AB T7P 2P6
780-674-5789 « Fax 780-305-1022
powerhound@live.com
River Ridge Riders
Addam Saruk, Box 214,
Myrnam, AB TOB 3K0 - 780-366-2506
Cell 780-210-0230 - sfi@telus.net
Dennis Maksymiuk,
Box 215, Myrnam, AB T0B 3K1
780-290-2178 « Cell 780-210-0295
dmaksymiuk@mcsnet.ca - Fax 780-724-2211
Smoky Lake Trail Twisters
Vern Billey, Box 1004, Smoky Lake, AB T0A 3C0
780-656-4142 « dketsa@mcsnet.ca
St. Paul Trailblazers
Danny Smyl,
4410- 45B St., St. Paul, AB TOA 3A3
780-645-3607 - dsmyl@telusplanet.net
Swan City Snowmobile Club
Rick Bennett, Box 1332,
Grande Prairie, AB T8V 471
780-539-9277 « Fax 780-538-9272
Cell 780-897-0416 - rbennett60@hotmail.com
Swan Hills Snow Goers
Dwight Steenhart, Box 38,
Swan Hills, AB T0G 2C0
sharoncallihoo_49@hotmail.com
Tail Creek Snowbirds
Monte Turre, Stettler, AB
tailcreeksnowbirds@gmail.com
Tri-County Snowmobile Club
Brian Beebe, 374 Twin Brooks Dr.,
Edmonton, AB T6J 6T2 « PO Box 20039,
#15,5201- 50 St., Leduc, AB T9E 6T4
780-437-4706 « brianbeebe@shaw.ca
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Vermilion Ridge Riders
Jim Zadorozny « jimzad@telus.net
6007 - 52 Ave., Vermillion, AB T9X 1X3

Watt Mountain Wanderers
Barry Andrews, Box 1634, High Level, AB TOH 120
780-926-4783

Whitecourt Trailblazers
Ken Linford, Box 607, Whitecourt, AB T7S IN7
780-778-0043
whitecourttrailblazers@hotmail.com

ARCTIC CAT DEALERS

Agro Equipment Sales, Calgary

All Season Equipment, Sherwood Park
Argo, Stettler

Argyll Motorsports, Edmonton

Camrose Farm Equipment, Camrose

Cars RV, Marine & Motorsports Group, Leduc
C.C. Cycle, Westlock

Checker'd Flag Sports, Hanna

Chuck Motorsports, High River

Don’s Speed Parts, Wainwright

Echo Cycle & Power Products, Edmonton
LacLa Biche Sporting Goods, Lac La Biche
Medicine Hat Moto Sports, Medicine Hat
Northside Motorsports, Edson

Outlaw All Terrain, Vegreville
Performance Motorsports, St. Paul
Precision Powersports, Lethbridge
Ralph’s Arctic Cat Sales, Calgary

Red Deer Power Sports, Red Deer County
Rough N Tough Powersports, Lioydminster
T&T Powersports Ltd., Bonnyville

Top Gear Motorsports Inc., Drayton Valley
Tracker Marine Boat Center, Rocky View

POLARIS DEALERS

Athabasca Outdoor Products, Athabasca
- www.athabascaoutdoors.ca

Lorne’s Small Engine, Drayton Valley
«www.lornessmallengine.ca

Tuffline Power Sports, La Crete
«www.tuffline.com

Xtreme Power Products, St. Paul
- www.xtremepowerproducts.ca

BRP DEALERS

Power Merchants, St. Paul
« www.powermerchants.ca

YAMAHA DEALERS

Alberta Cycle Motorsports Ltd., Edmonton

All Season Cycle, Brooks

Argyll Motor Sports, Edmonton

Beauchamp Alberta Marine & Auto Ltd., Nanton

Border City RV, Lloydminster

Camrose Cycle, Camrose

Central Sled & Cycle, Wetaskiwin

E&S Motorcycles Ltd., Redwater

Four Seasons Moto-Sports, Fort McMurray

Glenn’s Sports Line, Rocky Mountain House

Maximum Powersports Ltd., Peace River

Mountain’s Edge Cycle & Sled Ltd., Sundre

Mountainside Sales & Rentals Ltd., Edson

Northern Services (High Level) 1978 Ltd.,
High Level

0.J."s Yamaha & Leisure Products,
Wainwright

Parkland Cycle, Stony Plain

Precision Power Products, St. Paul

Pro-Am Motorcycles (1990) Ltd., Calgary

R. Johansen Sales Ltd., Ponoka

Red Deer Power Sports, Red Deer

Red-Line Power Craft Ltd., Grande Prairie

Riverside Yamaha-Suzuki, St. Albert

Rocky Mountain Yamaha, Pincher Creek

Romar Power Sports Inc., Stettler

Scanalta Power Sales Ltd., Hines Creek

Alberta Snowmobile Association - www.altasnowmobile.ab.ca

Seitzco Motorsports, Okotoks
Slave Lake Yamaha, Slave Lake
Southland Power Sports, Medicine Hat
Stetson Motorsports, Drayton Valley
T&T Powersports Ltd., Bonnyville
Walt Healy Motorsports Inc., Calgary
Whitecourt Yamaha, Whitecourt

Yamaha Cycle Sales & Service, Lethbridge

CORPORATE PARTNER LIST

509 Inc.

AJ &The Worx Clothing

Absolute Power & Performance

AFD Petroleum

Airdrie Trailer Sales

Alberta Beach Snowmobile Club

Alberta Iron Horse Trail

Allan Dale Trailers

All Season Equipment

Alpine Motor Sport

Arctic Cat Inc.

Argyll Motor Sports

Athabasca River Runners

Avalanche Safety Solutions

Back Country Access

Base Camp Guest House

Best Western Valemount

Boondocker Canada

Boondocker Movies

Brandt Motorsports

Brewster West Motorsports

BRP Ski-Doo

Bulldog Superdecks Inc.

Calgary Snowmobile Club

Caliber Products Inc.

Camoplast

Camrose Arctic Cat

(anadian Avalanche Centre

Canadian Council of
Snowmobile Organizations (CCSO)

Capri Insurance

Cheetah Factory Racing

Choko Design

Cooper’s Recreational Powersports

Crazy Mountain Motorsports

Crow Snow Riders

Crystal’s Grave Creek Cabins

(VTech-AAB

Cycle Works South

Days Inn Golden

Dialed In Motorsports

District of Chetwynd

Don’s Speed Parts

Drayden Insurance

E &S Motorcycles

Eagle Valley Snowmobile Club

Echo Cycle

Fast Enterprises/Millennium Technologies

Flaman Trailers

Fort McMurray Sno-Drifters

Fort Saskatchewan Snow Angels
Fourcast

Frankensled

Gateway Power Sports

GPRC Fairview College Campus
GT Performance Ltd.

Harvey Mountain Adventures Ltd.
HiLine Polaris Suzuki

HTR Designs

H2R Distributing

Infinite Powersports/Revy Sled Rent
Key Maintenance Technologies
Kootenay Rockies Tourism
Lacustoms Performance Products
Liquid Customs Inc.

Main Jet Motorsports



Mansion On Main

Martin Deerline

Martin Motor Sports

McBride Big Country Snowmobile Association
Menz Toys

Ministry of Environment
Mountain Magic

Mountain Sledder Magazine

MS Society of Canada

Muck Boots 4 Sale

Nextech Industries Inc.
Northland Sno-Goers (Fox Creek)
Ontra Sales

Over The Top Rentals

Paradis Motor Sports Ltd.
Parkland Motorsports

Peaks Lodge

Pembina Drift Busters

Polar Spas

Polaris

Powder Lites Inc.

Power Cycle

Prairie Concessions

Prairie Recreation

Prestige Hotels & Resorts

Quickie Tie Down

R &M Promotions

Rapid Revolutions

Recreation Sites & Trails, Province of BC
Rocky Mountain Xtreme
Sandman Hotel Group
Saskatchewan Snowmobile Association
Sledix Apparel Inc.

Sled Sicamous

Smoky Lake Trail Twisters

Snobunje Canada

SnoRiders Magazine
Snowmobile Hood Cleaner
Southgate Pontiac
Specialty Sleds

Spiralus Design

Split Rail Ski

Starting Line Products
Swan Hills Snow Goers

T&T Power Sports Ltd.

TB Racing

Terracana Ranch Resort
Therma-Relief Inc.

The Sled Shop
Thunderstruck Films

Thuya Creek RV Show

TNRD - Blue River Tourism
Top Secret Shop

Tourism Valemount

Town of Whitecourt
Tri-County Snowmobile Club
Triple M Motorsports

Truck Boss

True North Log Homes

UTV Canada

Whitecourt Trailblazers
White Knuckle Motorsports
Willerton Ski-Doo

X Truck Deck (A & B Enterprises)
Xtreme Power Products

XXX Mod Rods

Yamaha

Yellowstone Tour & Travel
Yorkton Group International
Zac's Tracs Avalanche & Snow Safety
Zbroz Racing

Alberta Dealers

Have your dealership listed here for only $100 per year.

Contact the ASA office to get
your name on the listings today!

SPONSORS

AT ¥vorld

Off-Road Training & Rentals

Alberta Snowmobile Association - www.altasnowmobile.ab.ca

Sure-Rider Snowmobile

Insurance Program
Trail permit riders are eligible for:
e Group Rates
e Limited Waiver of
Depreciation Available
® Loss of Use

Toll Free: 1-800-463-2300
Edmonton: 780-482-6300

Official Insurance Broker of the ASA

Memberships now due!

Buy where you ride!
Contact your local snowmobile club.
$60 prior to January 1; $70 after January 1, 2013

The ASAis dedicated to the preservation and promotion of
safe, responsible recreational snowmobiling in Alberta.

Avalid ASA trail pass is required to ride on the ASA snowmobile
trail network and is available from your local club representatives
or through the ASA. You can also purchase them at specific retail
snowmobile dealerships situated near the trail network.

Visit our website to find contact information for ASA clubs in
your area, to learn about the benefits of membership and how to
become an Alberta Snowmobile Association member.

www.altasnowmobile.ab.ca ® Phone 780.427.2695

Has your school booked its FREE all-season safe riding program?
Our instructors will come to your school and instruct your kids on the
fundamentals of safe snowmobile, ATV and all off-highway riding.
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Alberta Snowmobile Association - www.altasnowmobile.ab.ca

Coast to Coast by pennis Burns

February is Environment Month

My name is Mario Coté, vice-president of the
Canadian Council of Snowmobile Organizations
and chair of the environment committee. I've
been involved in organized snowmobiling for 35
years, as club president, director, vice-president
and even president of the Quebec Federation of
Snowmobile Clubs.

Today, I would like to discuss the environment,
something we all care about dearly and which
we have a duty to protect.

Certain  environmental  extremists
would like snowmobiling to disappear.
Snowmobiling, like numerous other ac-
tivities, must be part of sustainable de-
velopment. In order to do so, an activity
has to, among other things, have a socio-
economic character and programs designed
to improve its ecological footprint.

Allow me to explain: the socio-economic as-
pect is rather obvious, for snowmobiling is a so-
cial activity that brings people together and the
economic impact in Canada exceeds $7 billion
annually.

All activities have an environmental impact and
in order to survive in a sustainable development

framework, it is this impact that must be reduced,
but how?

Firstly, with new engine technologies such as
four-strokes and direct injection two-strokes, the
manufacturers have made significant gains and I
am convinced that this evolution will continue.

For snowmobile clubs managing trails, we
must ensure that all applicable environmental

rules are respected and adhered to—from wet-

lands and the construction of bridges and

culverts to proximity to residential areas.

Where and when possible, establish

trails that are as permanent as possible

so as to reduce as much as possible our

ecological impact.

For individual snowmobilers, we must

ride only in designated areas and keep our

vehicles in good working order as it’s proven that

a well-maintained snowmobile has a reduced

ecological impact. We must be responsible when

trail riding and when the time comes to purchase

a new snowmobile, choose one equipped with
the latest available technology.

Have a great season and please be respectful of
the environment!

The CCSO would like to thank our
sponsors for the 2012/2013 season..

Please support businesses that support the CCSO—the national

voice of organized snowmobiling!
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Snowmobile

responsibly

From safety to the environ-
ment, we all make personal
choices in our daily lives, in-
cluding our snowmobiling ac-
tivities. Here are some smart
choices to consider.

Know Before You Go -
This applies to the thickness
of the ice, the weather and av-
alanche conditions. You and
your riding partners should all
practise good trail riding eti-
quette as well.

Be Prepared - Your check-
list should include sunglasses,
good tie-downs, your trail or
riding passes and a spare
belt—how many times have
you seen a rider with no spare
belt? Oh yes, then you will
need a tow rope and maybe a
crazy carpet to get that sled
out.

Arriving home safely after
each and every ride depends
primarily on planning, deci-
sions and actions, so choose to
snowmobile responsibly this
winter. Remember, you are
the one who can keep yourself
out of trouble.

If You Pack It In, Pack It
Out - If you can carry contain-
ers full surely you have the
room to carry them when they
are empty—from water bottles
to oil containers, not to men-
tion blown belts. Remember,
snowmobilers care about the
environment and keeping na-
ture beautiful!

Respect Sensitive Areas -
There are lots of other places
to ride, so avoid areas marked
as sensitive or protected.

Spread the Word - Snow-
mobiling is a good news story
because snowmobiles have
improved continuously.

Protect Wildlife - Animals
are more vulnerable in winter,
so keep your distance and
leave them alone.
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